Ordinances pertinent to area businesses:
§ 419.03  REMOVAL OF SNOW AND ICE.

Every tenant, occupant or owner having the care or charge of any land or building fronting on any street in the city, where there is a sidewalk paved with concrete, brick, stone or other material shall, within twenty-four (24) hours after the fall of any snow or sleet, or the accumulation of ice caused by freezing rainfall, cause the same to be removed from the sidewalk.

§ 419.01  OBSTRUCTIONS.

Except as may be specified by this Article or by the Director of Public Works, and with the exception of that portion of the City known as the "Produce District" and bounded on the south by Fifteenth Street, on the north by Twenty-Fourth Street, on the east by Liberty Avenue and on the west by the Allegheny River, in which district merchants may store, display, exhibit and/or sell wares on the sidewalk abutting the merchant's property, no person shall cause, create or maintain any obstruction of any street, sidewalk or other public way. In the case of the exception in the "Produce District", no merchant shall use the sidewalk to the extent that there is not a free and clear passage less than four (4) feet wide.

§ 609.01  DUTY TO DESTROY NOXIOUS WEEDS, MOW GRASS AND REMOVE REFUSE.

It shall be the duty of every owner or occupant of real estate within the City at all times to cut and destroy noxious weeds as required and poison ivy, and to mow the grass and other weeds on their respective lots, and in the lawn space adjacent to curb lines along the front, rear and side lot lines thereof, so that neither grass nor weeds shall grow above the height of six (6) inches, and every owner or occupant shall remove the cuttings, mowings or other debris therefrom.
§ 419.09  BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS TO KEEP SIDEWALKS CLEAN.

All business establishments, property owners, tenants and agents situated in the Central Business District and the other Business Districts of the City shall keep the sidewalks, driveways, lots, parking areas, loading areas and entranceways adjacent to their property, from the building line to the curb, clean and free of debris, trash, rubbish, garbage and litter, Monday through Saturday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. or during their normal business hours, whichever is the greater period of time. For collection purposes, storage of such things shall only be in an approved receptacle and shall not remain more than one (1) hour.

§ 620.05  GRAFFITI AS NUISANCE.

(a)   The existence of graffiti on public or private property in violation of this chapter is expressly declared to be a public nuisance and, therefore, is subject to the removal and abatement provisions specified in this chapter.

(b)   It is the duty of both the owner of the property to which the graffiti has been applied and any person who may be in possession or who has the right to possess such property to at all times keep the property clear of graffiti.

(Ord. No. 8-2008, § 1, eff. 6-13-08)


§ 620.06  REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BY PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNER OR CITY.

(a)   Property owner.  It is unlawful for any person who is the owner or who has primary responsibility for control of property or for repair or maintenance of property in the City to permit property that is defaced with graffiti to remain defaced for a period of ten (10) days after service by first class mail of notice of the defacement. The notice shall contain the following information:  

(1)   The street address and legal description of the property sufficient for identification of the property;

(2)   A statement that the property is deemed to be a graffiti nuisance property with a concise description of the conditions leading to the finding;

(3)   A statement that the graffiti must be removed within ten (10) days after receipt of the notice and that if the graffiti is not abated within that time the City will declare the property to be a public nuisance, subject to the abatement procedures set forth in this section.

(4)   An information sheet identifying any graffiti removal assistance programs available through the City, community organizations, and/or private graffiti removal contractors.

(5)   Such notices shall be prepared and sent by the Bureau of Building Inspection.

(b)   Penalty for violation.  Any property owner who does not adhere to the provisions of § 620.06 shall be fined up to two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) plus costs. Each day the condition continues beyond ninety (90) days shall constitute a separate offense.  

(c)   Financial hardship.  The requirements of subsections (a) and (b) above shall not apply if the property owner or responsible party can demonstrate financial hardship in accordance with the Court of Common Pleas, Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 205, Section E.  

(d)   Right of City to remove.    

(1)   Use of public funds.  Whenever the City becomes aware or is notified and determines that graffiti is located on publicly or privately owned property viewable from a public or quasi-public place, the City shall be authorized to use public funds for the removal of the graffiti, or for the painting or repairing of the graffiti, and may authorize or undertake to provide for the painting or repair of a more extensive area than that where the graffiti is located, when the Director of Public Works determines in writing that a more extensive area is required to be repainted or repaired in order to avoid an aesthetic disfigurement to the neighborhood or community, or unless the property owner or responsible party agrees to pay for the costs of repainting or repairing the more extensive area.  

(2)   Right of entry on private property.  Prior to entering upon private property or property owned by a public entity other than the City for the purpose of graffiti removal the City shall attempt to secure the consent of the property owner or responsible party, in accordance with Section 620.06(a) above, and a release of the City from liability for property damage or personal injury. If the property owner or responsible party fails to remove the offending graffiti within the time specified by this Chapter, or if the City has requested consent to remove or paint over the offending graffiti and the property owner or responsible party has ignored the request for consent, or refused consent, for entry on terms acceptable to the City and consistent with the terms of this section, the City shall nevertheless commence abatement and cost recovery proceedings for the graffiti removal.  

(3)   Restitution.  Except for a finding of financial hardship, the City may seek restitution from the property owner in the form of reimbursement of the costs incurred by the City in removing the graffiti.  

(Ord. No. 8-2008, § 1, eff. 6-13-08)

